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Memories from 2011



2011 began after losing my father and ends with the year anniversary of his death. I still find

myself unexpectedly remembering him in so many ways. He taught me the value of family

and the dedication to one’s life work. As a clergy and educator he was filled with knowledge

but also took every opportunity to continue his education. As an educator myself, and as a

“mommy”, I am pleased that much of my work with Adoption STAR centers around

education… making sure the education we provide to our clients is top of the line, always

updated to comply with the newest information and regulations as well as presented

creatively.

My focus on education is also geared to grooming new staff and enhancing current staff and

I enjoy selecting a theme or specific focus for each year. For 2011, I selected Commitment

to Health and Wellness:Learn Something New Each Month and attempted to focus our

trainings on new and different  topics not specific to the adoption field but ones that would

compliment our professional and personal lives. I was committed to providing 12 trainings

and succeeded.

To read more about the 2011 Adoption STAR Staff Trainings,

please click here!

In addition to all  the education, community networking and strategic planning, our business

as usual included of course, adoptive placements and with them came incredible

experiences always enhanced by our clients. From finally bringing home the little girl long

awaited from Nepal, to the placement of twins from out of state, to a surprise sibling

placement, these are moments we wish to savor. But also the time I have spent this year

speaking with one adoptive mom who was experiencing a year filled with news that their

adoption was at risk, touched me as greatly especially because of her gentle spirit  and

heart, her genuine respect for the birth parent, despite all  they have been through.

Also working with our agency’s adoption attorney, Brendan O’Shea who joined us formally at

the very beginning of 2011 has been very special for all  of us. Brendan is one of the kindest

people I have ever met. His generosity, wise advice and support of our work means so

much.

May your New Year, 2012, be filled with continued education, good health,  happiness and

many blessings!

Happy New Year!

Michele

http://app.streamsend.com/c/15344671/1921/HzJWwNq/nT7z?redirect_to=http%3A%2F%2Fadoptionstar.com%2Fthe-agency%2Fnewsletter-information%2F%3Frefid%3D24


The Next Adoption STAR Events For You To Take
Advantage Of:

Orientation Session - Buffalo Area

January 08, Sunday, 1:00 pm - 2:30 pm 

Join us for this free orientation session to learn more about adoption and the Adoption STAR

Agency. 47 Plaza Drive, Williamsville. Please call  (716) 639-3900 to RSVP or email

info@adoptionstar.com 

Financial Planning for the Adoptive Family - Buffalo Area

January 10, Tuesday, 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 

This class is facilitated by Amy Jo Lauber, adoptive parent and financial advisor,  and by Lisa

Allen, a tax attorney. The class will discuss applying for the adoption tax credit as many

changes have taken place, they will discuss other adoption benefits, and overall financial

planning for the adoptive family's future. No fee. Open to pre and post adoptive families.

The class will take place at the Adoption STAR office, 47 Plaza Dr. Williamsville, NY 14221.

For more information and to RSVP, please email the agency or call  (716)639-3900 

ACE Meeting

January 26, Thursday, 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm 

ACE (Adoption Circle of Experience) is a support group for adult adoptees ages 18 and up.

This is a great opportunity to interact with fellow adoptees with unique stories to share.

Located at 47 Plaza Drive, Williamsville, NY 14221. Please email ace@adoptionstar.com for

more information or to RSVP. 

Weekend Home Study Educational Classes - Buffalo

January 28, Saturday, 6 pm - 8:30 pm 

This is an opportunity to fulfill  your five-week home study class requirement in one weekend.

The classes will take place on Friday, January 28, from 6:00 pm - 8:30 pm and Saturday,

January 29, from from 9 am - 5 pm.

The classes are open to all  registered Adoption STAR clients, and clients living in Western

New York are required to complete home study classes before becoming home study ready.

The classes will take place at 47 Plaza Drive, Williamsville, NY 14221. Register today by

calling 716.639.3900 or emailing info@adoptionstar.com 

Adoption Programs Contact 
Us
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Domestic Adoption Placement

Programs: 

Adoption STAR is NYS Authorized, FL

and OH Licensed, and CT Approved and

provides domestic infant placement

options for those residing nationwide.

Traditional Agency Adoption

Agency Assisted Private Adoption

Click here to get started with a domestic

adoption.

International Adoption Placement

Programs

Adoption STAR is COA Hague

Accredited and provides both primary

provider programs for those residing

nationwide and supervised provider

adoption options for those residing in

NYS, FL and OH.

Hungary  

The Hungarian adoption program is open to

all  US residents residing throughout the

United States. There are many healthy

children ages 4 and up are available.

Bulgaria

The Bulgarian program is open to all  US

residents residing throughout the United

States. There are many children ages 3, 4

and 5 including sibling groups available for

adoption.

Click here to get started with an

international adoption.

Click here if you are having a hard time

deciding between domestic and

international adoption.

47 Plaza Drive                        Williamsville,

NY 14221

Phone: 716-639-3900

1040 Bayview Drive, Suite 318

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33304

Phone: 954-566-6055

11918 Foxgate Way

Cincinnati, OH 45140

Phone: 513-631-3900

Albany 518-391-2515

Binghamton 607-330-2158

Rochester 585-672-5227

New York City 917-470-9340

Syracuse 315-703-7511

Poughkeepsie 845-457-4883

Cleveland 216-201-9177 

Miami 305-433-8531

Toll  Free 866-691-3300

SOFIA (Supporting Our Families Interested

in Adoption)

AdoptionSTAR on FACEBOOK

AdoptionSTAR on Twitter

AdoptionSTAR's BLOG

Adoption STAR YAHOO Online Group

We highly recommend that once your home

study is approved that you log onto and join

the Adoption STAR adoptive parent’s yahoo

group. There are so many Adoption STAR

clients (those who adopted and those

waiting to adopt) who all  have access to

each other.

Adoption STAR Online Parenting Group 

For those who already adopted from

Adoption STAR. Please join this group to

connect with other parents about the

different stages of parenthood. No agency

staff are members of the online groups ~
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only adoptive parent clients. Please utilize

this resource to post a message, to learn

from others, and especially to receive

support and connect with new friends and

past home study peers, etc. When you join,

please list your name and your home study

group’s name so others will be able to

welcome you to the group. 

Adoption STAR

E-Mail Adoption STAR
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